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May Meeting 
 
    The Thursday May 25th meeting of the Jacksonville 
Shell Club will be held at the Southeast Branch Public 
Library at 7:00 PM. 
    �7�K�H�� �P�R�Q�W�K�¶�V�� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G��
by Professor Alice Monroe (St. Petersburg Junior 
�&�R�O�O�H�J�H�����D�Q�G���L�V���H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G���³�7�K�H���)�O�R�U�L�G�D-Caribbean Marine 
Prov�L�Q�F�H�����:�K�\���D�U�H�Q�¶�W���W�K�H�U�H���P�R�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�H�V�"�´ 
    The Shell-Of-The-Month will be given by Bill Frank 
on Strombus raninus Gmelin, 1791 �± the Hawk-wing 
Conch �± a Caribbean species. 
    As is customary, refreshments will be served and 
guests are cordially invited to attend. 

  June Meeting 
 
    The Thursday, June 22nd meeting of the Jacksonville 
Shell Club will be held at the usual time and place. 
    �7�H�U�H�V�D���6�W�����-�R�K�Q���Z�L�O�O���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�K�H���P�R�Q�W�K�¶�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P���R�Q���³�3�U�H�S�D�U�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�[�K�L�E�L�W���I�R�U���D���V�K�H�O�O���V�K�R�Z���´�� 
    The Shell-Of-The-Month will be given by Harry Lee 
on Strombus oldi Emerson, 1965 - �2�O�G�¶�V�� �&�R�Q�F�K���± the 
rarest species in the genus. 
    Plans for the upcoming shell show will also be 
finalized.  
    Plan now to attend and bring a friend or guest! 

 
 

Anomalous Sinistrality 
By Phil Poland* 

 
    Say what? 
    �2�Q�F�H���L�Q���D���J�U�H�D�W���Z�K�L�O�H�����L�I���\�R�X�¶�U�H���D���O�X�F�N�\���D�Q�G���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W���V�Q�D�L�O�H�U�����\�R�X�¶�O�O���F�R�P�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���R�Q�H�������6�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���O�R�R�N���U�L�J�K�W��
and - �³�+�R�O�\�� �&�R�Z���� �,�� �J�R�W�� �R�Q�H���´�� �� �7�K�Ls is exactly what I said when I found my latest sinistral, or lefthanded, snail several 
months ago. 
    Sinistral shells are mirror-images of the shells of normal (in most species) snails.  
    No one has ever developed a plausible explanation for the overwhelming predominance of righthandedness, or 
dextrality, among gastropods.  Some hints that problems may arise for sinistral snails include (as noted by our own Harry 
Lee and others) a much higher rate of sinistrality occurring in utero (or at least in egg cases), suggesting a higher mortality 
rate for the abnormal snails. 
    Sinistral shells are never sought, just found, as by-products of more realistic snailing goals. 
    �,�� �V�H�H�P�� �W�R�� �K�D�Y�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �P�\�� �I�D�L�U�� �V�K�D�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H���� �D�Q�G�� �,�¶�P�� �V�X�U�H�� �L�W�� �K�D�V�� �W�R�� �G�R�� �Z�Lth sheer numbers examined.  
Techniques I use to find snails lead to my having to look at a lot of specimens over time.  I use a net routinely to sample 
grasses, sand, mud, algae, etc.  Each scoop may bring up dozens of individuals, almost all returned immediately to the 
environment.  I also use sieves to uncover the really small species and, in this way too, look at thousands of specimens 
over time.  (Continued on page 4.) 


