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March Meeting 
 

    The Thursday, March 27th meeting of the 

Jacksonville Shell Club will be held at the Southeast 

Branch Public Library at 7:00 PM. 

    The educational program will be presented by 

Charlotte Lloyd who will give an illustrated talk on the 

marine shells of Gobernadora Island, off the Pacific 

coast of Panama. 

    Harry Lee will give the Shell-Of-The-Month on 

Opeatostoma pseudodon (Burrow, 1815) [Thorn 

Latirus] �± a species found in Panama. 

  April Meeting  
 
    The Thursday, April 24

th
 meeting of the Jacksonville 

Shell Club will be held at the usual time and place. 

    The educational program will be presented by Ruth 

Abramson on a new perspective on shells which appear 

on stamps and on coins (conchophilately and 

conchonumismatics).  Husband Frank will surprise us 

by bringing one of these images to life as the Shell-Of-

The-Month. 

 
Freshwater Mussels In Illinois 

By David F. Hess 

- Introduction  - 

     My first acquaintance with what are known as freshwater pearl mussels harks back to my youth.  �2�Q�H���K�R�W���V�X�P�P�H�U�¶�V��
day, I was wading in the local swimming hole along Tulpehocken Creek in Berks County, Pennsylvania feeling with my 

toes what felt to be a clam shell in the muddy sand. Many years later I was to renew acquaintance with this fascinating 

group of mollusks along the muddy banks of the Rock River, northeast of Byron, IL. while on a brief picnic break on the 

way to teach a summer extension course!  This article will be limited to the Mississippi, Illinois and Rock Rivers where I 

have had about 90% of my observational and collecting experiences with mussels. 

     Freshwater mussels, also known as freshwater pearl mussels, unionids and naiads, occur throughout much of the 

United States and Canada, and there are other groups in South America and Asia.  Species even occur in Alaska and the 

Yukon, such as the Yukon Floater, Anodonta beringiana Middendorff, 1851! The term naiad comes from the mythical 

beautiful maidens thought by the Greeks to inhabit lakes, rivers and springs. However, this term is now infrequently used 

for mussels. (continued on page 3.) 


