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January Meeting 
 
    The Thursday January 24th meeting of the 
Jacksonville Shell Club will be held at the Southeast 
Branch Public Library at 7:00 PM. 
    Harry Lee will present the educational program on 
�³�5�D�U�H�� �6�K�H�O�O�V�´���± a topic with which he is intimately 
familiar. 
    Bill Frank will present the Shell-Of-The-Month on 
Strombus listeri �7���� �*�U�D�\���� ���������� ���/�L�V�W�H�U�¶�V�� �&�R�Q�F�K�����± a 
formerly rare shell known from only a handful of 
specimens for over 300 years. 
 

  February Meeting 
 
    The Thursday February 28th meeting of the 
Jacksonville Shell Club will be held at the usual time 
and place. 
    Charlotte Lloyd will present the educational program 
on the comparative anatomy of the marine snail 
animals. 
    The Shell-Of-The-Month will be a surprise 
presentation. 
    Mark your calendar now and plan to attend! 

 
Backyard Snailing Revisited 

By Harry G. Lee 
 

    Early in November, 2001, impelled by the �U�H�F�H�Q�W���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�L�P�H���R�I���³�V�Q�D�L�O-�W�U�D�S�S�L�Q�J�´���R�Q���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W��
���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���V�K�H�O�O�H�U�V�¶���O�L�V�W-�V�H�U�Y�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���³�&�R�Q�F�K-�/�´�����D�Q�G���D�W���W�K�H���X�U�J�L�Q�J���R�I���V�K�X�W�W�H�U�E�X�J���V�Q�D�L�O�H�U���%�L�O�O���)�U�D�Q�N�����,���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���P�\��
quarter-century-�R�O�G���³�V�Q�D�L�O-�W�U�D�S�´���R�X�W���R�I���U�H�W�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W��  This device is nothing more than a 4 ft. by 5 ft. by 5/8 in. (formerly; 
now edited by the depredations of termites, etc.) plywood.  �'�H�V�S�L�W�H���O�D�Q�J�X�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �L�Q���D�� �V�K�H�G���I�R�U���D�E�R�X�W�������� �\�H�D�U�V���� �W�K�H�� �³�W�U�D�S�´��
produced results in only ten minutes!  Bill got about 78 shots of the White Snaggletooth, Depressed Glass, Minute Gem, 
Florida Liptooth, and Southern Flatcoil - all actively crawling on the undersurface when we flipped over the board. 
    I live on the bank of a small river, and the water table is not far below the surface of the back yard.  Early that 
afternoon, as is not unusual, the lawn was still a little moist with dew, which percolates slowly into the sodden ground.  
Things were approximately the same in 1977, when I routinely placed this board on the grass and examined its underside 
every morning or so - after the sprinkler had wet the lawn down at night.  No baiting was involved; any use of beer, etc. 
was limited to consumption by the investigator.  The program was prosperous indeed - I saw over 100,000 snails and 
harvested most of them (to conservation-inclined readers, this is about 1/100,000 the decimation produced by one 
application of insecticide, which I, natch, have avoided).  Of course most species are tiny - in the case of the Blade 
Vertigo, I weighed 446 shells at 0.1273 grams or 0.285 mg. per shell, which means it would take about a billion to match 
the world record Tridacna gigas in mass).  The following are the species (in "systematic order") I found:  (Continued on 
page 3.) 


